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The society usually relies on the sentencing of criminals as the only way to determine whether a person was innocent or guilty as charged. Since it is the responsibility of the science of the system to keep the society safe from criminals, citizens usually put their faith and trust in the system hoping that justice will be done. Jiang (2016) states that more than 90% of the entire Chinese population have confidence in the judicial system to do justice. The 90% do not believe that the courts can sentence an innocent person. My concern in this scenario is the 10% that do not have confidence with the system, this is the population in my view that understands the court system better and that know that there is no water-tight system that cannot do mistakes. The mistake of sentencing innocent persons is viewed by human right groups as a serious threat to human rights (Free & Ruesink, 2016). It is a norm that the society believes that a person is guilty is a court of law declares them guilty or innocent if the court says so. This is the big mistake that society does since they do consider the possibility that some people are wrongfully convicted. 
There are very many innocent people who are serving jails terms of up to life imprisonment for crimes they know nothing about. This raises the question of whether being innocent is enough to keep someone safe considering that there are real criminals out there living their normal lives while innocent people are serving jail terms and suffering in prison. Westervelt and Humphrey (2015) in their research concluded that up to 4% of all defendants in the United States that were once on the death row or who was serving life imprisonment turned to be innocent. This is also evident in the number of convictions or rulings that are overturned by the various court of appeals for either lack of sufficient evidence or other reasons. Cooper (2014) believes that the field of criminal forensics which the courts rely so much on have flaws. The systems can be manipulated to suit a preferred narrative or at times it’s purely a genuine system failure. So the question is why these flaws that are well known by the officials are never corrected. 
These flaws that exist in the system has been the root cause of the problem of wrongful conviction. Crime happens everywhere and that means there can be a wrongful conviction as well considering that all systems rely on similar theories or factors for conviction. Westervelt and Humphrey (2015) analyzes the problem of wrongful conviction at an all-new level by indicating that there are several levels such as micro, meso, and macro-level problem. Micro is a situation where an individual is caught in a small problem like a traffic offense that is handled within the city. There is a problem is at this level since everyone pleads guilty and so it’s difficult to access all the facts tabled. Meso involves crimes that have to be handled at the national level while macro-level deals with global issues. All these levels face the problem of wrongful conviction (Westervelt & Humphrey, 2015). This paper will carefully analyze the problem of wrongful conviction as well as the effects both at individual and society level 
Causes of Wrongful Convictions
It is unbelievable to understand that wrongful conviction which is one of the biggest threats to justice has now become an accepted reality in almost all common law jurisdiction. There are a number of high profiles cases that have shed light on this rot and that continues to shed light on how the criminal justice process have and continue to fail each day. A research that was conducted by Vollen, Eggers, and Turow (2013) concluded that there are a number of factors that generally occur together but in varying degree that leads to wrongful conviction and imprisonment. These factors include;
I.    Eyewitness Misidentification.
It is very persuasive when a person stands before a competent court under an oath and narrates what he or she believes to have seen. There is no more compelling evidence that when a person identifies a suspect(s) and places them at the scene of the crime. When a normal eyewitness with no mental record identifies a defendant, describes what he believes what he was wearing and how he committed the said crime, many people usually rely on that testimony only. Such testimony, however, according to Schmidt (2013) should not always be reliable. This is because some eyewitnesses do take sides or are coached by interested parties. Amazingly, eyewitness misidentification is believed to have contributed to more than 71% of 300 wrongful conviction that was later overturned following post-conviction DNA and other evidence tabled in the United States (Cooper, 2014). 
What people do not know is that the human memory operates differently from videotape with scientific research showing that the human memory is a dynamic, constructive, and selection process and can be influenced by both external and internal factors. Schmidt (2013) believes that eyewitness identification should be treated just like any other traced evidence that is subject to distortion, contamination, and degradation with time. Solving the issues of eyewitness misidentification can reduce cases of wrongful conviction by nearly 20%. The integrity and reliability of eyewitness evidence lie on the investigation agents according to Jiang (2016).
II.    Unvalidated Forensic Science.
Forensic science is one of the most reliable and advanced tools that can help to solve the problem of wrongful conviction. The problem that we have is that many forensic disciplines that are charged with the responsibility of doing investigations apply techniques of methods that do not meet the required criteria. Unvalidated forensic science has been applied for decades now and they contribute up to 51% of wrongful conviction cases (Murray, 2015). Some of the methods or techniques include bite marks analysis, hair, and fiber comparison which at times give misleading trails. The following are some of the forensic techniques and methods that have resulted in a wrongful conviction;
a.    Toolmark Analysis and Compositional Analysis of Bullet Lead (CABL).
This is in respect to firearms interior structure that helps to identify which particular firearm a certain bullet of interest was fired from. This is because striations created by each gun according to experts are unique and this means they can be traced back to the individual firearm from which they were fired from (Westervelt & Humphrey, 2015). However, there is no reliable data that can be used to provide the required forensic evidence. It has become very difficult to fully determine exact points of similarity, this is what leads to wrongful conviction since investigations only rely on the degree of similarity to draw conclusions.
b.    Comparative Bullet Lead Analysis (CBLA).
This is one of the current developments that exposed the failure of forensic science following the revelations that different bullets at times usually have similar makeups. Bullets from the same box and with the same date of manufacture are similar and it is not possible to differentiate between them. This at times leads to wrongful conviction due to similarity with what was found on the crime scene (Godsey, 2017).
III.    False Confessions.
Innocent defendants at times make statements or confessions hoping to free themselves from some intimidating scenarios which police later use to convict them. Murray (2015) believes that many innocent people do not have the necessary vocabulary to record standard statements when required to do so. There are many factors that contribute to false confessions such as mental issues and in scenarios where police use coercive interrogation techniques. Innocent and defenseless defendants feel threatened are confused and hence end up confessing in order to relieve themselves from their current discomfort (Free & Ruesink, 2016). More than 25% of all cases that are later overturned as a result of DNA exoneration. 
IV.    Snitch Testimony.
There is always a person of interest as well a person with interest in every case. Things turn to be worse when the person with interest goes a step ahead to secure their interests. There are many instances where an informant is paid to falsely testify against an innocent person. Over 55% of all snitch allegations in the United States according to Schmidt (2013) usually have an incentive to either get shorter sentences or cash rewards. The cash reward at times can motivate people to give false testimonies. This results in 15% of all convictions that are later overturned by use of DNA evidence. 
V.    Police and Prosecutorial Misconduct.
Vollen, Eggers, and Turow (2013) state that not all prosecutors or law enforcement officers are honest in their work or have the interest of the society at heart. There are some scenarios where police offers have an interest in a certain case that in one way the other threaten their jobs. Some of the cases also attract public interest or they have pressure for the prosecution. This at times leads to police officers prosecuting innocent people so as to quench the need or call for prosecution. This can be achieved through coercive interrogations, fabricating evidence, or use of suggestive methods to secure an identification. Police also threaten key witnesses and withhold reliable evidence that can prove the defendant's innocence (Westervelt & Humphrey, 2015).
Effects of Wrongful Convictions
‘Guilty as charged’ according to Murray (2015) changes the society’s entire perception of an individual. The society starts perceiving the defendant as a criminal who should not be part of the community rather than one of their own. The large population does not have an idea that there is a miscarriage of justice and that not all convicted people are guilty. Innocent people who are wrongfully prosecuted are psychologically affected and it becomes very difficult to cope up not only in prison but also after their sentencing. Many people who were once convicted never let go and the facts surrounding their cases stay with them for almost all their lives. First, the victims go through victimizations and many reports to start feeling guilty for things that they did not do (Free & Ruesink, 2016). The following are some of the commonly identified effects of wrongful conviction;
I.    Coping with a Wrongful Incarceration.
It is not easy to cope up with long-term imprisonment effects because of the special stresses that prisoner’s experience. Everyone usually has a life before imprisonment and this changes once they are inside prison walls. The most common special stress experienced by prisoners include the relationship difficulties that develop when they are in prison. They lose the touch with people they love who are outside the prison or develop love within prison which further complicates their life. It is not easy to cope up with the fact that they have lost everything they had worked for due to wrongful imprisonment (Westervelt & Humphrey, 2015).
II.    Coping through Violence and Cooperation.
‘Massive assault’ is a common characteristic of every prison irrespective of whether you were wrongfully or rightfully convicted. First-time inmates find it difficult to cope and many ends up dying even before their term is over. A report released by the United States government back in 2015 stated that more than 23% of inmates who were wrongfully imprisoned die before they are exonerated. Many people who come out of prison are usually changed and perceive violence as part of life. Many are usually changed for the worst (Cooper, 2014).
III.    Withdrawal, Isolation, and Suicidal Ideation.
Withdrawal is a very serious effect in respect to wrongful conviction as inmates find it hard to cope with their new life without their usual friends.  The isolation from the world they are used to also bring suicidal thoughts which more than 40% of all inmates have (Godsey, 2017). This effects also occur in prison, many of the wrongfully convicted inmates are first timers and are usually abused in prison. This leads to them being isolated from other inmates for their safety. Many find it hard to cope with such life. 
IV.    Preoccupation with Exoneration.
Not every convicted inmate accepts the fact that they are in prison and many of them end up being pre-occupied with their cases. They are all want to proof their innocence and stay awake overnight trying to figure out what they missed or what might have led to the defeat of their case. This worsens the life inside the prison which also make it difficult to adapt to prison life.  
V.    The Long-term Effects of Wrongful Imprisonment.
Being released from prison is not the end of the effects of wrongful conviction or imprisonment but rather the beginning of new challenges. People lose a lot while in prison like the family ties. The society as well also views formers convicts as potential criminals. They will always associate you with the crime that you were convicted of and at some point, it becomes your brand name. This is what makes many inmates find it difficult to cope with life after imprisonment (Godsey, 2017). 
Conclusion
In conclusion, the issue of wrongful conviction which so far has become an acceptable reality within the judicial system is as a result of factors that can be eliminated. Every expert out there believes that the judicial rot of wrongful conviction is a narrative that controlled if all stakeholder is actively engaged. Wrongful conviction is as a result of snitch testimony and false confession, poor lawyering, incompetence within the investigative and conviction systems, and external pressure that force investigators to fake evidence in order to acquire an identity. Wrongful conviction has caused the lives of many people and affected people’s lives in many different ways. This is as a result of the effects of wrongful conviction which many victims find it difficult to cope up with.
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